CLARKSTON

News about the Clarkston
Community Historical Society
~Activities, exhibitions, people,
and plans for CCHS members.

From the President
Hello! 2017 was a great year for the CCHS and it ended on a high note
with a wonderful crowd at our Holiday Party in December. Over 25 new
families joined the Clarkston Community Historical Society at the party
and we are excited to welcome so many new members.
Now it’s time to think about what comes next, so we’ve been busy
planning for 2018 and I know you’re going to enjoy this year’s programs
and events. To read about each activity in detail, check out the 2018
Calendar located in this newsletter.
I’m sure you’ll find something to get excited about. Better yet, consider
volunteering at one of our events as we can always use extra help!
Best regards and Happy Spring,
Jonathan Smith
President, Clarkston Community Historical Society

Do you have
an idea for a
program?
Contact the CCHS and tell us about
it - we would love to hear from you
and welcome new ideas.
There are many ways to get
involved and show your support,
let’s all work together to make this
another great year.

Around Town
These photos depict two
different buildings in town.
The Methodist Episcopal
Church on Buffalo Street
has remained relatively the
same, although the very top
of the steeple is different
today.
The clapboard Union
School building on Main
Street was replaced around
1910 with a brick structure
that is still in use. The new
brick school was similar to
the original and basically
stayed within the same
footprint.
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Connecting the
History Dots

Although we’ve always known
about the opera house, there was
very little about it in the museum
collection. That is, until a package
recently arrived in the mail. It was
postmarked from Idaho with no
return address or note, but what
a wonderful surprise awaited us
inside - an informational booklet
for the 1905-1906 season at the
Clarkston Opera House.
It was so much fun to read through
the various “acts” offered. These
events were often booked just like
current touring productions now
come to the Fisher Theater or
DTE Energy Theater (Pine Knob).
They included Nettie Smith, a
“Pianiste and Mezzo Soprano” and
Elma B. Smith. Of Elma it was
written that “She is unquestionably
the greatest imitator of children
and birds now before the public.
Her imitation of birds, babes and
children are a unique feature of her
work. Her bird warbling is the best
on the platform. Her imitation of
children is so real and lifelike that
they are the talk of the town for
days after her departure.”
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The Clarkston Opera House takes center stage in this photo.

from Idaho with no return address
“ It orwasnote,postmarked
but what a wonderful surprise awaited us

Front cover of the lecture booklet.

“

In 1902, the Clarkston Building
Association built the brick
Maccabee Temple building on the
east side of South Main. There
were shops on the first floor, while
the second floor was a meeting
hall/opera house. To accommodate
performances there was a high
stage, dressing rooms and a
cashier’s cage. This Main Street
photo is a new acquisition for the
museum and offers a great view
of the opera house. We also love
the details of the Addis Soda Shop
and the Skarritt Bus Line vehicle
parked at the end of the street.

The troupe included a humorist.

In a small village like Clarkston, surely these performers would have brought in people
from surrounding farms, who enjoyed the show and visited with neighbors. Although the
performers are long gone, in essence they are still entertaining today’s museum visitors
who will love seeing this booklet on display.

Almost too
Warm to Shiver

Children enjoyed playing broomball on the ice rink.

Picking out prizes in the warming tent.

The s’more station was popular all afternoon!

Warmer temperatures didn’t melt enthusiasm for Shiver by the River, held in late January in Depot Park. Families cured their
cabin fever by spending the afternoon outdoors playing games, working on crafts and enjoying hot cocoa, cookies, chili and
s’mores.
A special thanks to the many groups, individuals and businesses that support this event so that everything is free for those
who attend. You are amazing!

Waves of Music along
the Millpond Shoreline
We are planning an
encore of PorchFest
this summer. If you
know musicians who
might be willing to
perform, please give
them our number 248.922.0270.
Once we’ve set a
date, we’ll post it on
our website, www.
clarkstonhistorical.org
and the CCHS and
Mike Baker performing
on the porch of
Positively Clarkston
49 North Main Street.
Facebook pages.
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Honoring our History
A few years ago, the CCHS worked to
create and install the four outdoor exhibit
markers in the village. They honor the area’s
automotive heritage and are located in front
of 90 North Main, near the Millpond dam,
at the entrance to Depot Park and near the
Deer Lake public beach. They are wonderful
additions to our community, and people
often stop to read them.
Last year, the CCHS board discussed ways
to honor the late Bart Clark, who was CCHS
president at the time of his death in 2016.
We decided that adding two exhibits to the
existing four would be the perfect way to
honor his legacy.

This marker will be located along South Main Street.

In the meantime, we were approached by
Independence Township leaders who liked what
we’ve done and wanted to discuss a plan to add
markers at township sites. So we agreed to research
the content for their exhibits, as well as our two. It
was a big project, but we are very happy that the
township will add seven markers along the safety
paths (sidewalks). Subjects include Chief Sashabaw,
Colonel Waldon, the Saginaw Trail, Russell Maybee
farm, Brady Lodge, the Bailey house and the settling
of Independence Township.

This marker will be near the sidewalk at 71 North Main Street.

Their seven plus our six (two new and four existing)
markers will now total 13 sites throughout the
community! We are so excited about this project and
know it will go a long way in helping to promote
local history.

The signs will be installed in the spring. The two honoring Bart Clark will cover both the Clark home at 71 North Main and
also the Clark family’s involvement in establishing Clarkston. We think they will be a fitting tribute to Bart’s love of history and
commitment to community service.

CCHS 2018 Board of Directors
Jonathan Smith, President
Debbie DeVault, Vice President
Kelly Crawford, Secretary
Clarkston Heritage Museum
Toni Smith, Director

CLARKSTON COLUMNS - SPRING 2018

Angela Freeman
Hope Mason
James Schultz

Melissa Luginski
Lorrie Ellis
Amy Wilson

Our Partners
Margret McDermott, Website
Joette Kunse, Genealogy
John Meyland, Photography
Jennifer Arkwright, Social Media

How You Can Help
We always have a small “wish list,” and here are a few things
we could use if you are considering a gift to the CCHS.
Remember, we are a 501c3 charity, and all donations are taxdeductible.
Historical markers: There are still many stories to tell
about our community’s history, so outdoor markers like the
ones described in this newsletter would be great. Cost is
about $1,500 each. If you choose to make the donation to
honor someone, we would add that to the marker.
Museum mural: After hanging around for 20 years, the
large wall mural with a view looking across the village from
Deer Lake hill has delaminated and had to be taken down. A
new one made of better materials is about $1,000. We’d love
to replace it because it was a great feature of the museum.

This photo of the old Wilford home at 91 North Main Street
was taken about 1910. When the Wilford family lived there, it
was painted a beautiful blue.

We also want to express our condolences to the family of Lucia Wilford. Mrs. Wilford was only a few weeks away from her
100th birthday when she passed away this winter. She was a huge supporter of the museum, especially when we were just
getting started. Her love of history and art made Clarkston a better community for all of us.
We are grateful to her family who asked that local residents donate to the CCHS to honor her memory. What a generous and
thoughtful way to continue her legacy of support, and we hope others will consider this option in their estate planning.

Who’s Who?

With the addition of a new preservation group in the Clarkston Area, we thought
it might be a good idea to give you the run down on the mission of each group.

The Clarkston Community Historical Society (CCHS) was created in order to bring together those people interested
in the history of our community; and, as far as possible, to collect and/or preserve such things that are of historic interest.
The CCHS is also credited for making the communities historical artifacts and documents available to the public through
their Clarkston Heritage Museum located at the Clarkston Independence District Library.
The Clarkston Historic District Commission (CHDC) is a group of people that regulate and review proposed
improvements on a property within The City of The Village of Clarkston Historic District. Members of the commission
are appointed by City Council.
Historic preservation is declared a public purpose. The City of The Village of Clarkston may by ordinance regulate the
construction, addition, alteration, repair, moving, excavation, and demolition of structures and landscapes within The City
of The Village of Clarkston Historic District.
Preservation Clarkston (PC) was created to bring the community together to protect and preserve the historical assets
throughout Independence Township and the immediate surrounding areas. PC will recognize and promote the importance
of historical assets and the rural character of the community and will foster preservation initiatives. PC will maintain
an accurate record of historic structures located in Independence Township and inform the community when any of
them are at risk. PC will offer viable solutions for preserving compromised structures, and with the help of community
volunteers, will help execute preservation methods to completion. PC will be an available resource for all historic property
owners, individual or otherwise.
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20,000 Artifacts: Endless Stories
It’s hard to believe, but our
newest museum exhibit is the
30th installment since we first
opened in 1999. So we pulled out
all the stops and displayed a little
of everything with a time span
to match. It includes artifacts
as diverse as Native American
points and a clay pipe found
on the Maybee family farm to a
sweater from the Platter Box once
worn by one of our CCHS board
members!
We also have an advertisement
from Rudy’s and a staff shirt from
Pine Knob. Then there is the
letter from Enos Church, written
in 1843, where he describes
Clarkston as “on the whole a
tolerable location.”
Did you know there was a 45
rpm record created about a local
establishment? The title is “Our
Last Night at the Café” by David
Boise. We’ve never listened to it
because who has a record player
that plays 45s? Maybe someday.

On display is the safe from Frank Walter’s shop
once located at 5 South Main Street.

Part of the front window display at
the Clarkston Heritage Museum.

And speaking of “last nights,” we’ve displayed the Oakland County Jail record book
from 1877. Now THAT makes for some interesting reading. Crimes include: horse
poisoning, battery, forgery, larceny, disorderly conduct and adultery.
We encourage you to stop by the museum, located inside the Clarkson Independence
District Library, and see the exhibit for yourself. All too soon it will be packed up to
make room for exhibit No. 31. Hmm, any guesses what the theme will be?

DuMouchelles Comes to Clarkston
We had a full house for
our first-ever appraisal
event with the experts
from DuMouchelles.
So many people
brought their treasures
and we loved seeing
them all. The CCHS
raised about $300 and
everyone had a great
time. There were even
a few real gems that
went back with the
appraisers for further
research. It was a
DuMouchelles experts at work.
fun and informative
evening, and we will likely
do it again. After all, there is always that next great find!
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A large variety of items came in to be appraised.

2018 CCHS Calendar
“Leading Ladies” Play

MAY

3

Join us for a special
fundraiser at the Clarkston
7 p.m.
Village Players theater. “In
this hilarious farce, two out of work
British actors, Jack and Leo, pose as lost nieces of an elderly
rich woman in York, PA, in order to get her inheritance.
Your $30 p.p. ticket price includes wine & appetizers. Call the
office at 248-922-0270 to purchase your tickets today.
4861 White Lake Road

Galileo and His Universe
presented by Maureen Esther

MAY

15

Maureen Esther is a
master storyteller who
7 p.m.
has entertained us on
several occasions. This time we’ll
meet the man who is called “The
Father of Modern Science.” From
the religious and political climate of
his time, to the scientific discoveries
that the telescope would bring to Galileo, it was a time of
conflict for the truth. Galileo’s universe would set the state
for monumental discover and devastating tragedy.
CIDL Meeting Room

2nd Annual Millpond Porchfest
Once again we’ll be
JUN
bringing musicians to the
historic porches around
the Clarkston Millpond.
2-4 p.m.
Grab your lawn chair,
pick-up a map and stroll
around the route. Stop at any location
and enjoy the music, then move-on
when you’re ready. If you know of a
musician, or would just like to help,
please call the CCHS at 248-922-0270.

24

Depot Park

OCT

9

Detroit was full
7 p.m.
of stark contrasts
in 1931. Political scandals,
rumrunners and mobs lurked
in the shadows. As the Great
Depression began to take
hold, tensions grew, spilling
over into the investigation
of a mysterious murder at
the boardinghouse of Rose
Veres. Amid accusations of
witchcraft, Rose and her
son Bill were convicted of
the brutal killing. Their cries
of innocence went unheeded - until one lawyer became
determined to seek justice.
CIDL Meeting Room

The Dodge Brothers
presented by Russ Dore

NOV

13

John and
7 p.m.
Horace
Dodge
were industrious,
outspoken, and funloving. “Work hard
and play hard” could
have been their motto!
Follow their lives from
humble beginnings to a
world of mansions and
yachts. Find out how
the company survived following their untimely deaths within
months of each other. Learn why Walter Chrysler acquired
the company and understand the Dodge family involvement
with Meadowbrook Hall, the Detroit Symphony Orchestra
and Oakland University.
CIDL Meeting Room

Art in the Village
This will be the 46th year for this
great community event. As always, it
will include Art, Music, Kid’s Crafts,
an Antique Tent, Silent Auction and
great Clarkston Merchandise. Don’t
miss it.

The Witch of Delray
presented by Karen Dybis

SEP

SEP

10 - 5

10 - 4

15

16
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Kroger Community Rewards

6495 Clarkston Rd.
Clarkston, MI 48346

Look closely and you’ll see one of the locations in the village that
once had a KROGER Grocery Store.

Another easy way you can
support the society, in
addition to membership,
is by shopping at Kroger!
Kroger will take a
percentage of what you
spend and donate it back to
us! Just go to the Kroger website
and set yourself up with a user name and password, if
you don’t already have one. Then click on Community
and then on Kroger Community Rewards. Hit Enroll
and fill in the information requested. The Organization
name is Clarkston Community Historical Society and
the Organization Number is 90960. Voila! Now you
are making a donation to CCHS every time you shop at
Kroger. So far, we have received over $500 in community
reward money.

