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The brothers came from New York State.
Jeremiah Clark came first, 41in 1831, t0
explore is fortune in Michigan Territory, LLis brother
Nelson. eighteen years younger, joined Jeremiah in
1838 in buying 2.000 acres of land in Independence
Township. The Clark brothers built a new mill here
it da ht ormed he A Pond 30
Namessed waterpowe o grind he
egion's wheat o fou The
village that grew around the mill
was named Clarkston to honor
them, Jeremiah went on w plant
v of syl g o s,
and later hecame a judge and a state
representative. Nelson built a fish
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fuclity welcomed deslers and farmere i
the world, training over 2,000 peaple in
19605, Dearborn Motors’ slogan was “Ford Farmiing — means less work,
more yield per acre.”
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Clarkston grew around the mill pond
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Generations lived on this farm 2long t
[Pt

John and Malinda Maybee started it ll
when they left New Jersey in 1836 to
take 2 chance on 80 acres of wooded
land in TIndependence Towaship. Their
success here as seltlers wis due o
careful planning: They brought enough
‘money, supplies and tools to surive

for two years until their farm became
productive. The family Carm grew to 240
cres. including Spring |ake at its south
end and  separate $0-scre “waodlol” a
short distance down the road to the west.
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The Saginaw Trail was once a footpath
through this wooded region, used by Native
Americans. n the 1820s, the trail became the
first road in the region for travel from Pontiac
through the southwest corner of Independence
Township and on to Saginaw. It was vital to
the seulement and growth of the area, and
came to be called Dixie Highway. When the
first railroad and depot were built nearby in
the 18505, Depot Road became the main link
to Clarkston for mail, shipping and travelers
As automobiles became common in the

early 19005, paved roads gave drivers beter
aceess to the altractive businesses, homes and
recreation of Independence Township.
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Malinda Bailey remembered coming here

from New York State whei she
wrote in 1875 that it was “the year
1835 when the Michigan emigration
excitement broke vut.” She joined ber
husband, Robert, her family and many
M'I\m ncighbors in lraveling west

he Erie Canal, then boarding

a ncmmhvp 1o cross Lake Eric into
Detroit. They rode wagons through
the woods along the muddy Saginaw
Turnpike, now Dixic Highway, and

Future

Tive generations of Maybees thrived
here, headed by John, Jesse. John,
Janes Russell, and Charlotte Aun. They
enriched the community and farmed this
land into the 19505
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You can look back in fime

10 see where people harnossed th. punwer af water to spark Clarkston's o, Tyt i

1838, the Clack Brothers built the original dam to ercate water power for their gristmill which heea
& century later; Honry Ford's faseination with water power drove bis cho

higan to develop Villsge ladustrics. In 1941, Ford enhanced the

eal workers to produce rill bushings for his automobile: comp

George Nexsen Brady knew outdoor recreation was healthy
for wmuH\,uph Soun after he acquired the

ins o propery on Grecns ke i 1917,
e vt he Dot -ves oy Scouts o canp
nd swim there during the summer. Ai\sl
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Trail (today’s Dixic Iighway).

They encountered Chiel Sashabaw,
the leader of a ribe of Nat

Americans whose ancestors had
Tong been living there. A triendship
developed, and they exchanged
sifts. medicines and supplies until
Chief Sashabaw's death in 1823 A
wooded. flat area in the southeast
portion of the township was Chiel
Sushabiw’s favorite hunting
arounds. Settlers chose this flat land
For the first farms in the region, and
it came 10 be called the Plains of
Sashabanw. Today, a township road,
park. stream, school and church
bear Chiel Sashabaw’s name
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wits built s & scout assembly
hull. Beginning in the 19405
the United Way ran the

camp and lodge for
disadvantaged children.

and after 1972 it was
operated by Detroit Public
Schools

In 1988 the rroperty was
acquired by ndependence Township

nd was mamd Bay Court Pk I'hLN:mHmep\,rL» s
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