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S Ao midwife, Mary Green was frained and licensed
{0 asist motirs i i birth 0 abie. At e

1913, she began to help local doctors deliver babies in
women's homes. In 1932, she opened a maternity home
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At this corner, this church has been many things.
In 1841, the First Methodist Episeopal Chureh buill a windowless, woodtrame
and it housed the congregation for 32 years. In 1873, 1his.

brick and stone church was built for the growing membership. In 1961, the
\gregation moved to a new site on Waldon Road. and this building

was purchased by the Salvation Army, then abandoned in 1974, In 1981 it

was bought, renovated and occupied by a private family, and it has been an
expressive landmark home ever since.
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in the fattest portion of the
township, the Sashabiw
Plains, to the southeast

In the western part of

the township, where the
Clinon River spills through
sparkling lakes. mills were
built using water power

10 cut lumber and grind
erain. When the railroad
was built through the
atcain the 1850s, the first
tourists were drawn 1o the
lakes, woodlands and clean
air here. The landscape
continues to be a valuable
part al lite in Independence
Township

The landscape has created history
in Independence Township For thousands of years, native tribal peaples
lived here, hunting and fishing among the dense forests and lakes. After the
township was formed in 1817, sewlers first cleared the forest for farm ficlds
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welcomed for many years.

He was a welcome sight in the farmlands around Clarkston.

In 1880, Frank Walter’s family moved into this house and
apened a store in the small building at the back
Frank’s family tended the store as he rode his horse-
drawn wagon to farm households in the regi

i

gossip. In 1919, 1. Waller
& Son Dry Goods. Footwear & Groeeries moved o
the handsome brick building a 5 South Main Sireet
in dovntown Clarkston, where customers were

E xploring our Historical Markers

Together the Clarkston Community Historical
Society and Independence Township have placed a
total of 17 Historic Markers throughout the village
of Clarkston and the surrounding area. Use this
guide to locate and view each one. There are 10

in the village within walking distance of each other.

The rest can be found along Independence

Township safety paths. Grab a guide, hop in your
car (or take a walk), and enjoy some local history!
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Nelson Washington Clark was a builder.
e and his brother Jerémiah joined "
the flow of pioneers in the 18305
from New York State to Michigan
where they bought 2.000 actes of
1and along the Clinton River in
Independence Township. Nelson and
his brother built a grist mill and dam
T'he dam formed the Mill Pond and,
from 1834 o 1839 Nelson built the
house and barn on property along

the east bank of the pond. This home
was a landmark of the prosperity that
became Clarkston, as Nelson built a
school, another mill. a store, and the
first fish hatchery in Michigan,
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In the Civil War and in Clarkston,
Dr. Robertson served the people
of his community.

Bam in Scatland in 1829, he traveled with his
family to America 10 carve out a farm in
southeast Michigan. After carning a medical

deg

in 1862 he served in the Union Ay as
asurgeon He joined the 81h Michigan Cavalry
and took part in General Sherman’s March to

the Sea Returning to Michigan, he became a
physician and, in 1830, he bought eight acres

of property along Main Street in Clarkston. TTe
built a home here and opened an office on Main

. Street, spending ruch time on horschack treating
paticnls al their homes. Afer his death in 1901,

his son Milton subdivided the family land, built
this road, and moved the family home onto
Robertson Court
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